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sugar, cotton, dyewoods, rum, alcohol and
hides. The manufactures include cotton,
machinery, glass and leather, but they are
not yet of great importance. Penambuco is
now the third largest city in Brazil and the
second in point of commercial importance.
It was founded by the Portuguese in the
sixteenth century and from 1630 to 1654 was
in the hands of the Dutch. Population, 1933,
estimated, 438,159.

PEROXIDE OF HYDROGEN. See
HYDROGEN DIOXIDE.

PERPETUAL MOTION, motion which
never ceases. There have been many at-
tempts to make a machine which will run
continuously by the power it creates. The
idea rests on a false notion, for energy can-
not be created (see EKERGY). To illustrate,
the water of a creek may be impounded and
used to operate an electric dynamo whose cur-
rent may be transformed into light, heat or
power to operate other machinery; but the
dynamo cannot create the power to operate
itself.

PERRAULT, pehro', CHARLES (1628-
1703), a French writer of fairy tales, to
whom the world is indebted for modern ver-
sions of Cinderella, Little Bed Riding Hood,
Puss in Boots, Sleeping Beauty and many
other fascinating tales. Perrault was born
at Paris and educated at the College of
Beauvais. He practiced law for a short time
and afterwards devoted himself to literature.
In 1697 he published his book of stories and
called it "Mother Goose." These stories are
old French folk tales which had a verbal
existence for centuries before he collected and
put them in literary form, having passed
down from generation to generation by word
of mouth among the French peasantry. They
are among the choicest of fairy tales. A
good adaptation for English readers has
been made by Andrew Lang and called Pop-
ular Tales.

PERRY, BLISS (I860- ), an American
editor and author, who since 1907 has oc-
cupied the chair of belles-lettres (English
literature) at Harvard University. He was
born at Williamstown, Mass., and educated
at Williams College and in the universities of
Berlin and StrassTbnrg. In 1881 he became
an instructor in Williams College, and in
1886 was appointed professor of English in
that institution. In 1893 he was called to a
similar position in Princeton University,
where ne remained until 1890, when ne be-

came editor of the Atlantic Monthly, holding
the position for ten years. The chair in
Harvard to which he was chosen in 1907 was
formerly occupied by Longfellow and Lowell.
In 1909-1910 he represented Harvard as
special lecturer at the University of Paris,

Professor Perry is regarded as one of the
foremost literary scholars and writers in
America, and is widely known as editor of
the Cambridge edition of the poets and as
editor of Little Masterpieces. He has writ-
ten many essays and magazine articles per-
taining to his chosen field of labor, and is the
author of Salem Kittredge, and Other
Stories; The Powers at Play; A Study of
Prose Fiction; Walt Whitman; Whitter;
The American Mind; and Thomas Carlyle:
How to Know Him.

PERRY, MATTHEW CALBRAITH (1794-
1858), an American naval officer, brother of
Oliver H. Perry. In 1852 he accomplished
his most notable service^ in command of an
expedition to Japan,
where he succeeded
in negotiating the
treaty by which that
country entered into
commercial relations
with other nations.
Perry was the first1
American to circum-
navigate the globe.
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age of fifteen and served during the War of
1812. After engaging for a time in mer-
cantile service, he reentered the navy and was
given command of unimportant expeditions
against West Indian pirates. He was pro-
moted to the rank of commander in 1826 and,
in charge of the Brooklyn Navy Yard, super-
intended the construction of the Fulton> the
first steam vessel in the United States navy.
He was placed in command of the vessel
when it was completed and in 1841 was made
commodore and was assigned to command of
the fleet for the suppression of the African
slave trade. He commanded for a time the
American fleet in the Mexican War.

PERRY, OLIVER HAZARD (1785-1819), an
American naval officer, born at South Kings-
ton, R* I. He is famous chiefly for Ms de-
feat of a British, force on Lake Erie in 1813.
Perry, who had nine vessels, with fifty-four
guns and four hundred ninety officers and

